I WAS HERE

The St. Michael’s Hospital Young Parents No Fixed Address Work Group has been collaborating with the National Film Board of Canada to offer media workshops to  homeless, pregnant or parenting youth.  Over the past 22 months the young mothers  participating in the project have used photo, film, & text (blogs) to tell their stories and educate others. They have held public exhibitions of their photography, participated in a “video bridge” dialogue between young parents and health care professionals, acted as interviewers and portrait photographers for the Street Health Study, presented at conferences and taught service providers about barriers to accessing services. They also made policy recommendations for changes relative to health care, housing, daycare, education, and other key issues.  They bring the voice of marginalized young parents struggling in Toronto out and into the open.
There has been tremendous community response to this project.  The participants themselves have been committed for almost 2 years, thousands of people have been exposed to their photoblogs through public exhibitions, conferences & the NFB Filmmaker-in-Residence website.  Mayor David Miller has formally met with the I WAS HERE team on 2 occasions, presented the members with an award, opened the Hand Held [Un] Conference on March 20th and is following up on their Declaration by Young Parents which lists their policy recommendations.  The I WAS HERE team has made presentations to front-line and management staff from Ontario Works and the City of Toronto outlining their project work and the needs of young parents.  There were approximately 120 delegates at the March 20th conference. The I WAS HERE team interviewed other young mothers at shelters and youth agencies for the video bridge.  The quality of the interviews obtained for Street Health Stories speaks to these young women’s abilities to engage others well beyond their years. They gave a voice to these stories as well when presenting to others in various venues.  They were recently invited to present to the National Action Committee on the Status of Women. 

This project has been a collaboration between the National Film Board of Canada’s Filmmaker-in-Residence program (at St. Michael’s Hospital), St. Michael’s Hospital and the SMH Young Parents No Fixed Address Work Group including tremendous support from Toronto Public Health.  This project was funded entirely by the National Film Board of Canada from its inception through to the fall of 2007.  From the fall of 2007 to present the project has also been financially supported by the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute at St. Michael's Hospital and the St. Michael's Hospital Foundation.  Human resources support was provided by: the National Film Board of Canada, St. Michael's Hospital and Toronto Public Health working together in partnership.  
The I WAS HERE project is in fact a research study which has been approved by the St. Michael's Hospital Research Ethics Board.  There are multiple forms of evaluation, some of which are still in progress. Please contact Catherine Moravac at 416-867-7460 ext 8047.

For further information:   www.nfb.ca/filmmakerinresidence
Go to Story Menu and select # 6  Young Parents – NFA    
Can cameras and computers lead to better health?  
Also:  www.nfb.ca/filmmakerinresidence/blog or www.nfb.ca/handheld
